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Service Area, Offices, and Staff

CLS is a private, non-profit law firm dedicated to helping low-income families and
individuals obtain just solutions to serious civil law problems.

Our service area—all of Connecticut except the greater Hartford and New Haven
areas—contains 180,000 people financially eligible for our services (2000 Census).

We work out of six full-service offices, five satellite offices, and one administrative office.
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DCEF breaches its fiduciary duty to a
19-year-old recipient.

Joey is a mildly retarded 19-year-old who has serious mental
health problems and no family. His SSI check goes to the
Department of Children and Families (DCF), the agency that
is responsible for his care until he reaches 21 years of age,

at which time the Department of Mental Retardation (DMR)
will take over.

Connecticut Legal Services would not have known about Joey if
he had not been referred to us by a local agency with which we
maintain a close working partnership.

The agency referred Joey to CLS when it learned that DCF
was not providing him with minimally acceptable care.

» DCF dumped Joey into a dingy, closet-sized room at the
top floor of a former YMCA in a rough neighborhood.

 DCEF failed to provide him with money for food, and Joey
had to get his meals at a nearby soup kitchen.

* For a number of months, DCF failed to provide Joey with
“wrap around” supportive services; during this period his
condition deteriorated, largely because he often forgot to
take his medications.

« Joey decompensated, got involved in fist fights, and had to
be hospitalized.

Joey’s CLS lawyer requested an administrative hearing to
challenge the DCF arrangements for him, but a hearing
officer refused this request. Our lawyer then provided
Joey's story to a Hartford Coutrant reporter who published
an account of it in a vivid article. Our lawyer also filed a
request for an injunction against DCF in court.

Two days before the scheduled hearing on the injunction
request, DCF agreed to provide Joey with money for food
and an appropriate placement in a community-based
treatment facility.









